creating a suction with the suction source, the created suction then 
communicated \p the first suction port; 

grasDing the surface of the heart with the suction in the first suction 
port; and \ 

fixing the first member to a stationary object. 

27. (New) T^ie method of claim 26 wherein the step of accessing a 
surface of the heart compria^es a cutting through an intercostal space. 

28. (New) The method of claim 26 wherein the step of accessing a 
surface of the heart comprises inserting an endoscope and a cutting instrument 
through the chest wall and cutting tlVough the pericardium with the cutting 
instrument. \ 

29. (New) The method of claim 26 wherein the step of positioning a 
first member having a first suction port along\a first planar surface on the surface of 
the heart further comprises the steps of providmg a first member having a first semi- 
circular arm, the first semi-circular arm having thafirst suctioh port disposed along a 
first planar surface of the first semi-circular arm. \ 

30. (New) The method of claim 26 whereih the step of positioning a 
first member having a first suction port along a first planar\urface on the surface of 



e heart further comprises the steps of providing a first member having a first semi- 
circular arm and a second semi-circular arm, the second semi-circular arm disposed 
opposite the first semi-circular arm wherein a substantially circular are is disposed 
between the semi-circular arms. 

31 . (New) The method of claim 26 further comprising the steps of: 
positioning a second member having a second suction port along a 
r surface on the surface of the heart; 

boupling a suction source to the suction port of the second member; 
girasping the surface of the heart with the suction in the second suction 

fixinp the second member to the stationary object. 

32. (NAw) The method of claim 29 further comprising the steps of 
moving the first member away from the second member, while maintaining the first 
member and the second member in grasping contact with the surface of the heart. 



REMARKS 



second plar 



port; and 



Applicants have preliminarliy amended the claims to put them into a condition 
similar to those of the parent application. Namely, in the parent application the claims 



